
the requirements of lifelong learning. This entails fostering 
key qualifications such as creativity and the development 
not only of methodological competence, but also of the 
social, intercultural and critical competencies that will ena-
ble students to transfer their knowledge and experience 
constructively into new social, academic and professional 
contexts. It is against this background that the university’s 
commitment to teacher education, extending to almost all 
German school types, must be seen. In order to improve 
the overall attractiveness, efficiency and effectiveness of 
its degree programs the university seeks – in the interests 
of both current and future students – to continuously en-
hance its service and counseling cultures, whether in the 
area of teaching, in the environmental conditions of study, 
or (and indeed especially) in the university’s central ser-
vices and administration. All teaching and support services 
undergo regular internal and external evaluation, including 
rankings.

The university is actively committed to interdisciplinary 
networking, especially within the framework of the re-
search profiles outlined above. The organization and output 
of its research is geared to national as well as international 
standards of excellence and welcomes both internal and 
external evaluation. Support is provided not only for top 
research projects but also for talented young researchers, 
and the university seeks in this context to raise not only 
the number of doctoral candidates but also the level of 
external funding in order to continuously improve research 
conditions at all levels. Furthermore, the university plays 
an active role in efforts to locate non-university research 
institutes and units in the region.

The University of Wuppertal emphatically supports the in-
terchange and transfer of knowledge and technology with 
business and industry on the one hand and society and 
politics on the other. This involves numerous individual 
activities, but also requires systematic dialogue with the 
wider public, as well as regional networking, direct sup-
port measures, and cooperation with partners from both 
the private and public sector. In the context of promoting 
lifelong learning, this extends to institutions along the en-
tire educational chain, beginning with schools, and inclu-
ding further education and ‘University of the Third Age’ 
(U3A) activities. Finally, with a view to stimulating multiple 
knowledge transfer, and at the same time systematically 
reinforcing the bond between learning and practice, the 
university expressly supports the continuing development 
of alumni groups and structures.

(b)

(c)

(d) In extending and strengthening numerous aspects of its 
teaching, research and transfer activities, the University of 
Wuppertal sets great store on the growth of a positive and 
cooperative organizational culture, on the development 
of a wide range of targeted opportunities for in-training 
and education for its employees, on a culture of multipli-
city and variety, on a family-friendly environment, and on 
sustained equal opportunity policies for women and men. 
The university seeks in this way to optimize the potential 
and performance of all its employees, to create attractive 
working conditions at all levels, and thereby to continue to 
draw talented teachers and researchers to Wuppertal.

The Office of the Rector
University of Wuppertal
April 2009
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Vision

The University of Wuppertal is a modern, independent uni-
versity in the Humboldtean tradition. As a university, it is 
committed to the search for truth in full awareness of its 
social responsibilities. A cornerstone of its ethics is that 
the pursuit of knowledge can only be undertaken by free 
and self-determined persons, and hence the noblest task 
of academic teaching is to educate people to the respon-
sible acquisition and application of knowledge.

The University of Wuppertal is at the forefront of interna-
tional research in various fields. At the same time, espe-
cially in the areas of training and transfer, it is aware of its 
regional roots. It sees its overall mission in the understan-
ding and shaping of society, culture, technology and nature 
in their continuously changing forms.

The University of Wuppertal understands university 
teaching as a process of dialogue between teachers and 
students. It sets great store on critical reflection, social 
judgment and empowerment to action in the service of 
education. It seeks to educate its employees as well as its 
students to the highest standards, so that they can fulfill 
their future tasks in a democratic society, in teaching and 
research, and in their individual professions.

In this context it is a central goal of the university to deve-
lop future-oriented research and teaching profiles that are 
on the one hand based on established strengths in specific 
fields, especially interdisciplinarity and innovation, and on 
the other open to the ongoing issues of education, know-
ledge and research. The continuous growth of academic 
and scientific excellence in the framework of the strategic 
focus areas outlined below entails increasing activity in the 
development of national and international networks. The 
university’s commitment to such development is based on 
the conviction that in the wake of increasing globalization 
the international exchange of experience, transnational re-
search cooperation, and intercultural competence are of 
ever-increasing importance.

TEACHING AND RESEARCH PROFILES

The establishment of specific research and teaching profi-
les serves the purpose of bundling existing strengths, de-
veloping new synergies, and enhancing the impact of the 
university across the whole range of its achievements and 
potentialities. All disciplines represented at the university 
are, therefore, called upon to adopt a profile in line with 
their own specialties. It must at the same time be empha-

sized that the transdisciplinary focus of the university in no 
way detracts from the distinctive profiles of its constituent 
faculties.

Reflecting the university’s strategic goals and the focus of 
its teaching and research, the following transdisciplinary 
profiles are held to be essentially equal in rank and signi-
ficance:

BUILDING BLOCKS OF MATTER, EXPERIMENT, 

SIMULATION, AND MATHEMATICAL METHODS

Fundamental scientific and mathematical research has al-
ways played an important role at the University of Wup-
pertal, and this has been further enhanced by the develop-
ment of research focuses in experimental and theoretical 
particle physics, scientific computing and representation 
theory. A key research interest in this context is the ele-
mentary building blocks of matter and the forces operating 
among them. Experimental work includes participation in 
major international projects from particle accelerators to 
astrophysical observatories. Research on mathematical 
methods concerned with naturally occurring symmetries 
opens up possibilities of theoretical analysis and the quest 
for pattern and law. Theory and experiment are accom-
panied and supported at the University of Wuppertal by 
numerical simulation and advanced computation, interdis-
ciplinary activities pursued in close cooperation with the in-
ternational scientific community – currently (among other 
things) within the framework of a Collaborative Research 
Center and a Research Training Program, both funded by 
the German Research Foundation (DFG). The university’s 
Interdisciplinary Center for Applied Informatics and Scien-
tific Computing coordinates these advanced computing 
projects and forms an interface with the natural sciences 
and engineering. 

EDUCATION AND KNOWLEDGE IN SOCIAL 

AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS

A second transdisciplinary focus is concerned with educa-
tion and knowledge as decisive social categories. Reflec-
ting the fact that thought, decision and action always take 
place in socio-cultural contexts, a number of university 
disciplines undertake research into educational processes 
and the relation between education and knowledge, not 
only in institutionally formalized but also in everyday cul-
tural contexts. Located at the interface of the humanities 
with the educational and social sciences, this field invites 
the combination of different methodological approaches 
and offers outstanding scope for successful interdisciplin-

1.

2.

(a)

(b)



ary activity, which in turn not only constitutes a prerequisi-
te for understanding so complex a subject but also provi-
des an excellent basis for the education of future teachers.

HEALTH, ILLNESS PREVENTION AND MOVEMENT

Prevention and movement are the cornerstones of sustained 
good health, and with it of the ability to work at full capacity 
– hence their growing importance to society. Health has 
long ceased to be the exclusive domain of medicine: in 
research as in the health sector of the economy it is seen 
as a complex phenomenon to which many disciplines con-
tribute. Thus at the University of Wuppertal health, health 
management and public health are approached from the 
perspective of health psychology, health education in kin-
dergarten and school, sports education, sports medicine 
and sociology, movement science, work and organizatio-
nal psychology, safety engineering, health economics and 
special areas of law. The university aims to draw these 
various approaches together in interdisciplinary research 
projects, developing concepts for the strengthening of 
health competencies in relation to the individual as well as 
to organizations, and to the locality and region as well as 
to society at large – a crucial project in the face of social 
challenges such as demographic change. A special role in 
this strategy is played by the Regional Competence Center 
for Health Management and Public Health. 

LANGUAGE, NARRATION AND EDITING

Penetrating our entire world of knowledge, ideas and in-
tentions, narration and narrative, far from being narrowly 
literary categories, are omnipresent in the way we grasp, 
structure, interpret and communicate our experience, 
whether real or imagined. The University of Wuppertal’s 
Center for Narrative Research concentrates the research 
forces of the Faculty of Humanities on this key cultural ac-
tivity, examining structural and contextual aspects of narra-
tion under the headings ‘historical development of literary 
narration’, ‘non-literary language narration’, and ‘intermedi-
al aspects of narration’. Other cross-departmental areas of 
humanities research are the theory and practice of textual 
editing, language acquisition, linguistics, and culture and 
communications, which has its own Interdisciplinary Cen-
ter for Culture and Communications Research.

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT, ENGINEERING AND 

SAFETY

Interdisciplinary research into ecosystems and economic, 
ecological and social sustainability is pursued at the Uni-

versity of Wuppertal in departments of natural science, en-
gineering, economics and social science, and also draws 
on the cooperation of the Wuppertal Institute for Climate, 
Energy and the Environment. Ranging from fundamental 
research to the development of hi-tech processes, effici-
ent systems, and end-user applications, the knowledge 
chain is sustained by close contact and cooperation with 
industry. Research in the fields of engineering, ecosystems 
and safety strategies aims to improve the understanding
of the complex contexts of ecological and technical sys-
tems, and to promote technological innovation. On the 
applications side, changing patterns in the ecology as well 
as in the availability of resources raise issues of environ-
mental protection and globalization that are set to impact 
future consumer and producer requirements. In this con-
text the development of low energy architecture, sustain-
able mobility and the ongoing exchange of goods are high-
ly relevant objectives.

BUSINESS, INNOVATION AND ECONOMIC CHANGE

Interdisciplinary research into the relations between entre-
preneurship, business start-ups and innovation on the one 
hand, and economic development on the other, focuses 
on the economic, legal and political foundations and con-
ditions, as well as the social, psychological, historical and 
ethical contexts of these phenomena. This involves analy-
sis of the interactions between micropolitical decisions on 
the part of individual actors and macropolitical decisions 
at the federal or national level, with all their implications 
for the development of economic systems. Alongside the 
input of the faculties of economics (Schumpeter School of 
Business and Economics), humanities and social sciences, 
key contributions to the understanding of technological as-
pects of innovation are made by the engineering faculties 
and, especially in terms of methodological tools, by the 
university’s mathematicians and computer scientists. The 
synergies generated between these disciplines bear visi-
ble fruit not only in joint research projects but also in new 
degree programs such as industrial engineering.

Policy Statement

The University of Wuppertal sees the fulfillment of its mis-
sion and the promotion of its academic profile as intimate-
ly connected with the following values and principles:

Teaching at the university is guided by current research 
processes and findings, and at the same time takes ac-
count of newly developing areas of work and career oppor-
tunities. As far as possible it is interdisciplinary and open to 

(d)

(e)

(f)

3.

(a)

(c)


